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PLMS Discipline Advisory Committees 

Newsletter 
 

The purpose of this quarterly newsletter is to provide Laboratory Operations  
with updates from the PLMS Discipline Advisory Committees 

 

 

General Information 
 

• The PLMS Discipline Advisory 
Committees have medical, 
technical, and operational 
representation from all health 
authorities, the PLMS, private 
labs, and the MoH.  
 

• The Committees were created to 
support the implementation of 
the provincial mandate of 
Provincial Laboratory Medicine 
Services (PLMS), which is to 
ensure that clinical laboratory 
diagnostics are quality driven, 
achieve excellent clinical 
outcomes, and remain 
sustainable by being provided 
effectively and efficiently.  
 

• The Committees work with 
PLMS, the Health Authorities, 
private laboratory partners, and 
the Ministry of Health (MoH), by 
providing discipline specific 
clinical, technical, and 
operational leadership; and 
providing advice/expertise on 

• Final revisions from the discipline advisory committees have been 
submitted to the Ministry of Health to the standard outpatient 
laboratory and maternity requisitions (SOPLR/M). 

• The new PLMS website launches February 13, 2024. Each discipline 
advisory committee has a dedicated page to share discipline-
specific resources and links. Provincial Laboratory Medicine 
Services (phsa.ca) 

• A sustainability checklist has been finalized enabling the analysis of 
the environmental impact of new tests by Provincial Discipline 
Advisory Committees and teams. 

• PLMS will complete collaborative work with the Ministry of Health 
and the Regional Health Authorities as part of a cross-sector 
provincial planning and will continue to advance its important 
health system initiatives to deliver on health system priorities.  
 

 

 

Biochemistry
•Gerome Mangubat
•Dr. Michael Chen 

Hematology
•Dr. Nadia Medvedev

Medical Microbiology
•Hope Byrne
•Dr. David Goldfarb

Transfusion Medicine
•Kristin Rosinski
•Dr. Doug Morrison

Anatomical Pathology
•Brigette Rabel
•Dr. Lik Hang Lee

Genetics Genomics
•May He
•Dr. Blake Gilks

http://www.phsa.ca/plms/
http://www.phsa.ca/plms/
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Biochemistry 
provincial guidelines, policies, 
and discipline strategic planning. 

 
• The Committees will provide 

advice and guidance, will foster 
engagement and act as change 
management champions for 
discipline specific quality 
improvement, innovation, and 
optimization opportunities.  

 
• The Committee objectives will 

align with the PLMS purpose to 
lead innovative, high quality 
laboratory services that improve 
the health of B.C. citizens by 
helping providers and citizens 
make timely and insightful 
decisions regarding patient care. 

Gestational Diabetes testing changes 
• See Lab Bulletin at www.bcaplm.ca or the PSBC Health Hub 

Cardiac Amyloidosis 
• Cardiac Amyloidosis testing algorithm finalized and shared with all 

BC labs 

BC Association of Laboratory Physicians (BC ALP) Critical Values list 
• Provincial Medical Biochemistry Advisory Committee (MBAC) 

completed critical values list review of biochemistry tests and 
submitted back to BC ALP for final approval 

Provincial Testing Algorithms 
• Serum Free Light Chain bulletin re: repeat ordering frequency will 

be shared by March 2024 
• Celiac Disease testing algorithm in progress as we engage with BC 

Gastroenterology 
Medical Peer Review 

• Re-initiating Biochemistry Medical Peer Review with all BC health 
authorities and labs 

• Working in collaboration with BC ALP 
 

Hematology 

Acquired Hemophilia A (AHA) testing recommendations   
• Regarding Acquired Hemophilia A diagnosis and testing, to address current variation in aPTT 

comments, mixing study variability, communication of results with ordering clinicians, and 
interpretation timing across BC, as a guide, the Special Coagulation specialists’ team from St. Paul 
Hospital have come up with a summary of Acquired Hemophilia A testing recommendations and an 
interpretative comment for isolated prolonged aPTT. 

http://www.bcaplm.ca/
https://www.psbchealthhub.ca/
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Flow Cytometry education & training  

• A set of 6 standardized Flow Cytometry technologist training modules is in development, with both 
technical and medical contribution. 

• First three modules’ content (Introduction to Flow Cytometry, Instrument overview, Sample 
Processing) has been developed and is under peer review. 

• Currently looking for volunteers from the working group to work on the next three modules 
(Compensation, Data Analysis & QC Practices). 

Medical Microbiology 

Cryptococcal Antigen Method 
• Facilitated by BCCDC and PLMS, BC microbiology labs are participating in a provincial validation of 

the Health Canada approved FungiXpert cryptococcal antigen test by ERA BIOLOGY.  
COVID-19 Rapid Antigen Testing 

• In collaboration with BCCDC, the committee developed and distributed a memo outlining COVID-19 
rapid antigen testing requirements in acute care settings to mitigate non-accredited testing. 

Microbiology Service Mapping 
• The microbiology mapping project will kick off in February.  The project aims to map microbiology 

services in BC to support quality, service delivery, test utilization, resource allocation, standardization 
of test names, contingency and future planning. 

Transfusion Medicine 

Immunoglobulin (Ig) Utilization  
• Recommendations for Secondary Immunodeficiency have been updated including:  

o Indications and Diagnosis 
o Ig Dose and Schedule 
o Renewal Template form for SID Conditions 
o A new form – “SID Immunologist Referral Template” is now available for TM Physician use 

These revisions can be found here: 
https://pbco.ca/index.php/programs/immunodeficiency/secondary-immunodeficiency  

• Working groups have been convened, and PBCO is in the process of updating recommendations 
and algorithms related to prescribing IVIg / SCIg for respirology cases 

• High users of Ig for approved Peripheral Nervous System conditions are currently under review 
(Annual High and Chronic project) 

o Recommendation letters will be issued to Transfusion Medicine physicians and Utilization 
Management Coordinators, as well as ordering physicians following this project completion 

• Several audits are in progress with regards to Blood Product Request Portal (BPRP) entry and 
appropriate screening practices 

BC Blood Contingency Plan 
• Updates are currently in progress for the provincial plan, with the goal of creating a simplified 

revision  
• References to the National Plan will occur throughout 
• Toolkits will be simplified for ease of access  

https://erabiocanada.com/fungixpert-cryptococcal-capsular-polysaccharide-k-set-lateral-flow-assay/#:%7E:text=FungiXpert%C2%AE%20Cryptococcal%20Capsular%20Polysaccharide%20K%2DSet%20is%20a%20lateral,in%20the%20diagnosis%20of%20Cryptococcosis
https://pbco.ca/index.php/programs/immunodeficiency/secondary-immunodeficiency
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Anatomical Pathology 

New Outpatient Requisition  
• The committee is creating a new provincial standardized outpatient requisition. After finalization, 

the requisition will undergo approval by the PLMS Requisitions Team before being disseminated to 
all laboratories for distribution.  
 

Placenta SIG 
• A new provincial Special Interest Group (SIG) in placental pathology for pathologists has been 

established to improve placental reporting in BC. Functions carried out by the group may include 
education, review of current literature and further developing the existing Placenta synoptic report 
by BCCW. Structured reporting benefits research, epidemiology, patient care, clinician 
understanding, and population health planning. 

• Quality placenta reporting is crucial for addressing underfunded maternal health. With varying 
maternal care across BC communities, comprehensive placenta reports are vital, providing valuable 
data for various physicians in mother and infant care. 

• While Perinatal Services BC collects data in the BC Perinatal Data Registry (BCPDR), placenta data is 
currently not included. Integrating discrete placenta data into the BCPDR is anticipated to enhance 
maternal care, improve long-term health outcomes, provide better care for infants, and optimize 
resource allocation. 

Ancillary Testing  
• An Immunohistochemistry Working Group is set to be established for the purpose of coordinating 

ancillary testing in BC. This group's initial effort will be to develop a comprehensive master list of 
Immunohistochemistry procedures performed in BC. 

Couriers 
• The committee is learning about the specimen courier experience in our AP labs. Committee 

members are sharing information on how material is processed at each site and where the delays 
exist. Once we understand where the issues exist, we can work to improve the courier system. 

Digital Pathology 
• The Digital Pathology strategy for BC continues to move forward. With our Provincial Digital 

Pathology Working Group, comprised of medical and operational leadership from each health 
authority, much of our recent activities have been focused on creation of a Digital Pathology 
reference architecture (RA).  

• The RA describes and specifies the technical capabilities, characteristics, and behaviours to support 
the deployment of digital anatomical pathology, independent of vendor specific solutions. 

• This RA has been the nidus of an innovation opportunity with the Ministry of Jobs, Economic 
Development and Innovation (JEDI), and Innovate BC to spearhead the development of an 
integrated 'test bed' for the provincial digital pathology solution. Through Innovate BC, we are 
actively seeking funding to propel strategic planning and frame the testing components of the 
Digital Pathology Reference Architecture. This approach would enable us to leverage current site-
specific areas of work, de-risk the future state through testing the RA components.  A detailed 
proposal was submitted in late December and the PLMS team is finalizing details to this proposal 
with the Innovate BC funding committee. 
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Genetics/Genomics 

Provisional (P) FISH Fee items extension 
• Approved under Record of Decision (ROD) LSA2023-034 by the Ministry of Health, effective 

December 31, 2023, the provisional (P) status for the following fee items is extended to February 29, 
2024. 

o P93051 - Cytogenetic analysis/fluorescence in situ hybridization (FISH), single probe 
o P93052 - Cytogenetic analysis/fluorescence in situ hybridization (FISH), subtelomeric probe 
o P93053 - Cytogenetic analysis/fluorescence in situ hybridization (FISH), uncultured amniotic 

fluid 
Optical Genome Mapping SIG  

• Optical Genome Mapping is a new cytogenomic technology to investigate chromosomal structurl 
variants and copy number variants. We are in progress to convene a special interest group to share 
knowledge and experiences in adopting OGM.  
 

Warm wishes to the retirement of Dr. Blake Gilks as the PLMS Discipline Lead for Genomics 
• Dr. Gilks retired from the role of PLMS Discipline Lead for Genomics. The position will be posted 

shortly.  
 

 
 

 
 
 


