Copyright for
Electronic Presentations

W

henever you incorporate a work (be it a
cartoon, image, video clip, etc.) into a
CD-ROM or DVD or PowerPoint presentation,
you are making a reproduction. Without prior
permission, that reproduction may constitute
an infringement on the rights reserved for the
owner of the rights.
Permission may also be needed to “execute or
perform in public” the reproduced work, ie.,
present the work in the public arena such as a
classroom, a presentation, on the Internet, etc.
In certain situations, the use of a work without
prior authorization from the copyright holder
does not constitute a copyright infringement
when it is considered “fair dealing”. Fair
dealing allows reproductions to be made for
the purposes of private study or research or for
criticism or review.

Copyright and Images
You must obtain the permission of the copyright
holder of an image before using, reproducing,
or manipulating it in any type of resource.
When dealing with freely viewable collections
on the internet, look for a page with copyright
information, a license statement, terms and
conditions, or permissions.
Creative Commons licenses: A growing
number of online images are being published
with Creative Commons licenses (for example,
many of the images on Flickr and Wikimedia
Commons). These licenses are designed to give
copyright holders a range of permission options
for digital intellectual property and in most
cases allow educational uses.

Public domain: You will sometimes see
images described as being “in the public
domain.” This refers to works that belong to
the community at large, are not protected by
copyright, and may be appropriated by anyone.

Citing Images
Though you may obtain permission to use
an image, you must still credit the copyright
holder. In statements of usage rights on
websites, this practice is often called
“attribution.”
Conform as closely as possible to the structure
and examples below with the information you
have available:
•

Image creator’s name (artist, photographer,
etc.)

•

Title of the image

•

Date the image (or work represented by the
image) was created

•

Institution (gallery, museum) where the
image is located / owned (if applicable)

•

Date of access (the date you accessed the
online image)

•

Website and/or Database name

Copyright while working for a
PHSA agency
If the work is created while you are employed
by a PHSA agency the copyright generally
belongs to the agency unless a written
agreement states otherwise.
continued...

Although the agency owns the copyright to the
employees work it cannot modify the work or
allow it to used in association with any product,
service, cause or institution in a way that would
hinder the reputation of its creator.

general rule is that you must get permission
from the owner (usually the person or
organization that created the material) to use
text, graphics, images, sound and video that
have been created by others.

Copyright owners should mark their works with
their name (or department or group name), the
year in which the work was first published and
the copyright symbol.

Sometimes the material on a website is not
subject to copyright restrictions and no special
permission is required to use it or reproduce it.
You will need to check the site for its policy on
copyright or email the webmaster to see if this
is the case. However, all reproduced material,
copyright protected or not, should contain
proper acknowledgement of the source.

Copyright and the Internet
Much of the material on the Internet is protected
by copyright. This includes postings to news
groups, email messages, images, photographs,
music, video clips and computer software. The

More copyright information from the Canadian
Intellectual Property Office.
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